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I h e p r e s id e n t r e p o r t s o n M o n t a n a s t a t e u n i v e r s i t y

October 15, 1964

The Students
T h e H onorable T im Babcock
G overnor o f M ontana
H elena, M ontana

P ea r G overnor Babcock:
Presented herewith is the Annual
Report of M ontana State University.
T h is booklet is supplementary to that
report required by Section 75-502
(8 6 2 ) R C M 1947.
Since the University is in many
w ays the property of the taxpayers of
M ontana, w e believe that a condensed
presentation such as this will be of in
terest to m any of them.

It is our sin

cere hope to be able to continue to
serve all the people of Montana in the
areas w herein w e have competence
and responsibility, and as always we
invite com m ents and suggestions from
those w h o are interested.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Johns
President

W ithout students, you don’t have a university. Thus, the place to start
a report on this institution is with the students, their numbers, their prob
lems, why they come here and what we do for them.
The student population at M ontana State University will be 100 times
greater this fall than it was when the University first opened its doors. At
the beginning of the past academic year (1963-1964) the enrollm ent was
4,811. Of these about 70 percent were men, a continuing situation due in
part to the fact that the professional schools, such as Law and Forestry, attract
more men than women.
They came from every county in M ontana— in fact, student residents of
the state accounted for about 78 percent of the enrollm ent. Of the remainder,
878 came to us from other parts of the United States and its possessions, and
172 came from foreign countries, principally Canada. Thus, though the
school was populated primarily from within the state, there was a good ad
m ixture from beyond our borders, resulting in a cosmopolitan campus.
A ll of them had problems in common: w hat to study, where to eat and
sleep, how to m aintain health, w hat to do for relaxation and social life, in
short, how to cope w ith a particular period that will be separated from the
rest of their lives, the years spent getting a college education.
Their principal educational goals were many and varied. At the under
graduate level, studies were being pursued in 45 different areas leading to a
Bachelor of Arts degree. There were 11 areas of opportunity leading to a
Bachelor of Science degree; three bachelor degrees were available in music
and one in law. Most of them were registered in the College of Arts and
Sciences and the balance was scattered among the seven professional schools.
Typically, a large percentage of them were planning to be teachers, and the
post-graduation statistics of prior years indicate that more than a third of
them w ill reach that goal.
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T H E C L IM B IN G LIN E of registration is one of the facts of life at M ontana
State University as w ell as at other universities and. colleges throughout the
nation. It reflects birth rates and the increasing percentage of those w ho seek
a higher education. A t MSU, the student population has more than doubled
in the past 10 years and w ill increase by that much again in the foreseeable
future. Everything on campus is keyed to the rate at which the line ascends—
faculty, classroom buildings, laboratories, libraries, equipm ent and staff all
m ust keep pace if the University is to continue the work of providing a good
education for the students who come here.

Housing and feeding all these students is a problem shared by the U ni
versity and the Missoula community. In campus facilities, the University
housed 1,500 students last fall and usually had about 1,600 seated at mealtime
in the various cafeterias of the Food Service. In addition to these, fraternities
and sororities housed and fed upwards of 600, and more than 200 married
students and their families lived in apartments, prefabricated and row housing
owned by the University. The rest were quartered on the community.
One related fact will serve to give some idea of w hat it means to feed the
students at MSU: The Food Service is the largest single purchaser of pro
duce in the State of Montana.
A long with eating and sleeping, students get sick, break bones, and turn
up with all the ailments typical of their age group. The University main
tains a Health Service to handle such problems, including a well equipped
infirmary. A doctor directs this establishment and, by arrangem ent with
the W estern M ontana Medical Association, every doctor in the area is avail
able to handle student health complaints. T he figures for the past academic
year indicate that there were 20,441 student callers who came to the infirmary
w ith everything from muscle strains to broken bones. There were 670 stu
dents who were admitted to the infirmary for stays of various lengths (th e sta
tistics indicate that an average stay was somewhat under three days), and 125
students were admitted to the three hospitals in town.
N ot all of a student’s time is taken up with classes, study, eating, sleeping
or having his ills taken care of. The calendar is jammed with meetings, social
and intram ural events, concerts and theatrical offerings, special lectures and
exhibits. There seems to be a club for every facet of student interest, ranging
from chess to skydiving. A t recent count, there were 10 student organi
zations based on departmental interest, 22 honorary professional groups, six
religious clubs, 23 that were devoted to other special interests, four that
were concerned with student government, five scholastic honoraries and three
with political interests. The fraternities and sororities are in addition to these.
Besides the general program of intercollegiate athletics within the Big Sky
Conference, the University fosters intram ural sports on a very wide base.

W hile no definite figures are available, it is probable that at least 50 percent
of male students on campus compete in some area of the intram ural program.
Quite steadily, student numbers have been increasing. W ithin the past 10
years, the campus population has doubled, and it will do so again in the fore
seeable future. Obviously this calls for long range planning, a subject that
will be covered later in this report.

The Faculty
It is axiomatic that if an institution is supposed to teach, it must have
teachers. There is an equally im portant consideration that hinges on the
word "quality.” Unless staff quality is high, teaching is largely for naught.
A t M ontana State University we are fortunate in having a well qualified
staff; in some respects it is a brilliant staff. The net result is that an under
graduate student can get as good an education here as at any school west of
the Mississippi.
D uring the past academic year, the teaching faculty included 244 men
and women. In addition, there was a professional administrative staff of
41 for a total of 285 professional people.
There are several kinds of yardsticks with which the competence of the
faculty can be measured. For instance, in most fields of education, the
doctoral degree is considered as evidence of full academic preparation for
teaching. In the College of Arts and Sciences at M ontana State University,
62.5 percent of the faculty members hold the Ph.D. Degree. In the U ni
versity as a whole, 5 5 percent of the faculty hold this degree or other terminal
degrees. This is much better than average and ranks MSU favorably with
other leading universities.
It is also significant to note that practically all of the faculty are engaged
actively in studies related to their fields of special interest. A t least 50
individuals are working on research projects supported by Federal, State or

Dr. Reuben Diettert, professor and chairman of Bot
any, employs some of the photomicro graphic equip
m ent at the University.

private agencies, and virtually all the rest are w orking on projects of their
own.
One interesting fact about MSU teachers is th at they like to teach. This
may seem like an odd observation, but it is a fact th at on m any university
campuses today faculty m em bers w ould rather spend their time following
research or related pursuits th an to spend tim e in the classroom. At the
University, we find th at our senior faculty m em bers w illingly take their turns
teaching freshman-level courses.
W e recently made an analysis of the faculty load, and we found that our
teaching faculty works an average 51 hours a week. Teaching duties, which
included class preparation, grading papers, and contact w ith students about
course work, accounted for 64 percent of the w ork week. Research took
another 15 percent, adm inistration took nine percent, public and professional
services took about four percent, student advising took five percent and there
was a rem ainder of three percent devoted to miscellaneous tasks related to
the teaching job.
For the most part, our faculty is a young one. It is on the move, a fact
reflected in our replacem ent statistics. D uring the past five years staff
turnover varied from 9.8 percent to 14.4 percent, exclusive of deaths, retire
ments and one-year appointm ents. There is a constant necessity to seek out
new people to replace those who leave us to seek larger professional oppor
tunity elsewhere.
Competition for qualified faculty is bad and grow ing worse. For quite
some time, M ontana State University has been at a disadvantage in competing
for the services of faculty m em bers on a straight salary basis. However,
salary considerations are only part of the picture. Retirem ent plans, life
insurance and other benefits associated w ith professional employment are a
part of the gross com pensation picture, and these benefits represent an area
in which the University virtually does not compete at all. In terms of gross
compensation, the MSU level is approxim ately $1,000 under the 10 Rocky
M ountain schools w ith w hich we usually compare ourselves. Nationally, our
average gross com pensation finds us in the bottom 10 percent compared to
all universities.

It is a lucky fact that many of our faculty members are with us because
they like it here. They like the school, and they like the area and the oppor
tunity that it affords for sport and recreation. And they like other things about
the community. W e find them taking active part in the local service clubs,
in parent-teacher organizations, they are on civic bodies of one sort or another,
they participate in various charitable drives and enterprises, assist in church
work, volunteer their expert and specialized help wherever needed.
Among these people are at least one world authority in his specialty,
several who have international or national reputations, and many who would
be an asset to any university anywhere.
It’s a good faculty.

The Instruction Program
In structure, the University consists of a college of arts and sciences and
seven professional schools. A t M ontana State University, most of the students
at any given time will be found registered in the College of Arts and Sciences
— in fact, 65 percent of them were so registered in the 1963-64 academic
year.

The College
o f Arts and Sciences
The College of Arts and Sciences embraces a rather large collection of
academic disciplines, including subjects that run from anthropology to zoology.

T he list includes m any of the studies th at are m ost com m only thought of as
being a part of a university education, such as history, mathematics, English,
foreign languages, physics, psychology, sociolog)', philosophy, et cetera.
It is impossible to cover each one of these offerings in detail within the
scope of a report such as this, so a sam pling w ill be presented to show what
some of the departm ents were engaged in during the year.
Eighty-seven students w ere registered as m ajors in the various offerings of
the D epartm ent of Political Science. Of this total, 52 were studying in the
m ain stream of that particular discipline, w'hile the rem ainder were enrolled
in combination courses such as Political Science and Economics and Political
Science and History. Eleven were studying in a specialized selection of
courses leading eventually to postgraduate studies in law and careers in that
field.
M eanwhile, the teaching personnel of the departm ent was busy with more
than teaching. Professor Ellis W aldron com pleted a study of urban plan
ning for inclusion in a publication of the U pper M idwest Economic Study;
Professor Thom as Payne, the departm ent chairm an, completed a study of
the 1954 senatorial cam paign in M ontana and continued his studies of Mon
tana elections, and Professor H arvey Kebschull prepared an article for the
M ontana Business Quarterly on "A Political Scientist Looks at Communism.
This adm ixture of research and teaching is com m on to most of the staff
throughout the U niversity and is good evidence that the faculty does more
than simply bask in the light of the lam p of learning— it feeds the flame as
well.
H onors come to the departm ent in various ways. Professor W aldron was
given leave to serve as a Fellow in Law and Political Science at Harvard, Dr.
Payne was asked to serve as president of the Pacific N orthw est Political Science
Association, student G erald C unningham was granted a fellowship at the
H arvard Law School, student Burton Hoylo was awarded a fellowship in
state and local governm ent by the N ational Center for Education and Politics,

7 he one building that is alm ost universally used is
the Library. Together w ith its own stacks and out
lying collections on campus, it musters nearly 400,00 0 books, m aking it the largest library in the state
by a considerable margin, and one of the largest in
the N orthw est.

and student W illiam M cLauchlan was awarded a teaching fellowship by the
University of W isconsin.
A t the same tim e in the D epartm ent of Psychology, students were piling
up about 9,500 credit hours. T h e credit-hour m easurem ent is one form of
yardstick that tells som ething about activities in the departm ent. It means
that X -num ber of students com pleted Y -num ber of credits in reaching the
total stated. In the process, 12 of the students were granted BA degrees,
four won the M A degree, and eight m ore were well on the way to degree status
with perhaps one quarter m ore of work.
T he Psychology D epartm ent was especially active in publications work in
various fields of related research.
There are some departm ents of the college that seem to be teaching every
student in the University. O ne such is the D epartm ent of Foreign Languages,
and this is simply explained by the fact th at foreign language credits are re
quired for graduation in m any of the m ajor fields. Also there are many
students who m ajor in languages w ith the object of becom ing language teachers.
Registration in the departm ent has been increasing rapidly. In the past
academic year, 1,546 students were registered. They were to be found en
rolled in French, Spanish, G erm an, Russian, Latin, Italian, G reek and general
literature. Most of these students were freshmen and sophomores, working to
complete the language requirem ent for graduation in other fields.
It took 18 full tim e staff m em bers at the rank of instructor and above and
three graduate assistants to teach all these students. As far as these people
are concerned, teaching at the classroom level was only a part of the job
they were doing for the University. T here had to be frequent consultations
w ith students, m uch study and preparatory work, analyzing and grading
student efforts, attending academic meetings, research and writing for schol
arly publications in the field. In the m iddle of it, the departm ent hosted the
Pacific N orthw est Conference on Foreign Languages, and at least one member
of the departm ent, D r. R obert Burgess, had to pack his bags in preparation for

a trip and a report to the IV th Congress of the International Comparative
Literature Association in Fribourg, Switzerland.
Over in the Departm ent of English, the student population was even
larger. Picking a single quarter for comparison, in the winter quarter of the
year 1,749 freshmen and sophomores were enrolled, 291 juniors and seniors,
and 15 graduates were taking studies in the department. Shepherding all these
were 21 teachers in the rank of instructor or above and four graduate assistants.
Together with routine considerations, members of the departm ent were
wrestling with the problem of what kind and how m uch English composition
to teach college-level students. Many of the members were engaged in w rit
ing books and other works, in delivering lectures or conducting workshops.
Dr. Leslie Fiedler, the departm ent’s noted critic and author, saw several of
his books or sections of books published during the year and, as the season
ended, was granted leave to accept a visiting lectureship as the State University
of New York in Buffalo.
Throughout the College of Arts and Sciences the picture is much the same.
There is a constant struggle to keep up with the growing numbers of students,
daily problems of finding the equipm ent or the means to put across a point
of knowledge, papers to grade, books to read, meetings to attend, lectures to
give, research to do, treatises to write and the all pervading problem of finding
time to do it all.

The Professional Schools
As noted previously, there are seven professional schools on the campus
where a student receives various kinds of specialized training. About onethird of all students registered in the University are entered in these schools
which include Fine Arts, Business Administration, Education, Forestry, Pharm 
acy, Journalism and Law.

Fine Arts
This school is composed of three departments, Art, D ram a and Music, and
during the fall quarter had 237 students enrolled as majors in its various
disciplines. This figure is swelled considerably by other students who are
majors in other fields but who take various fine arts courses as a useful and
stimulating part of their educations.
One fact about the School of Fine Arts that sets it aside from some of the
other schools and departments of the University is that the activities of its
students can be both seen and heard. In dramas, musical presentations and
art shows, the effort of the departm ent is on parade throughout the school
year. One particularly noteworthy demonstration of this fact was the state
wide presentation of Puccini’s opera, "The G irl of T he G olden W est,’’ a
project launched in celebration of the M ontana Centennial. This was a joint
venture participated in by the D epartm ent of Music and the D epartm ent of
Drama, and involved work by various campus organizations including the
Jubileers, the Masquers and the Opera W orkshop. In all, about 15,000
Montanans saw the performances.
Throughout the year, the campus air was definitely filled with music.
There were 20 afternoon recitals by students, five graduate recitals, eight
faculty recitals, nine concerts involving the band, choirs, orchestra and brass
ensemble, several symphony concerts, performances by visiting artists and
the Montana String Quartet, among others.
Highlight of the year in the D epartm ent of D ram a was the foreign trip
of 11 students and Dr. Firman Brown, the departm ent chairman, for presen
tation of "The Fantasticks” before U. S. servicemen in Japan, Korea, Okinawa,
Taiwan and the Philippines. O n campus, the dram a season coincided with the
academic year in presentation of everything from Shakespeare to contem po
rary theater.

A

A n instrumental group in rehearsal on stage at the
University Theater.

It is worthy of note in connection w ith the campus-wide drive of faculty
members to achieve distinction in their ow n fields th at two members of the
D epartm ent of A rt, W alter H ook and Rudy Autio, m ade significant con
tributions to the architectural decoration of St. A nthony’s Catholic Church in
Missoula.

Business Adm inistration
Teaching at the university level never rem ains static. Course work must
be planned not only to cover basic knowledge but to provide students with
the kind of m ental equipm ent that will enable them to m eet conditions in
a changing world.
T hat observation has a bearing on the fact th at a m ajor accomplishment
of the faculty in the School of Business A dm inistration was finalizing the
design of a new M aster of Business A dm inistration program . G ranting fav
orable action by the G raduate Council, the program w ill go into effect with
the fall term of 1965.
One of the m ajor services that the school operates for the benefit of the
state is the Bureau of Business and Economic Research. T his division is a
m ajor outlet for research and w riting by mem bers of the staff, and the Bureau
has gained in stature w ith each passing year. A m ong the research projects were
a survey of M ontana travel undertaken for the M ontana Highway Commis
sion and a related project dealing w ith the effectiveness of the state’s travel
advertising.
Studies of western M ontana county em ploym ent, estimates of personal
income for M ontana counties, a study of the forest products industry in the
state (done in cooperation w ith m em bers of the School of Forestry staff),
publication of the annual M ontana trade association directory, studies on the
investment of state funds and publication of the authoritative M ontana Business
Quarterly were projects of the Bureau and its m em bers during the year.

Education
From an enrollment standpoint, one of the largest segments of the University
is the School of Education. Aside from the many students who were taking
courses in education as an adjunct to other majors, m ore than 480 students
were registered as majors in elem entary and secondary education. This is
hardly a complete picture, since the decision on a student’s part to take up a
career in teaching may come at almost any tim e during his college career.
It is a fairly safe assumption that from one-fourth to one-third of all students
registered at the University at any one tim e will eventually complete require
ments for a teaching certificate.
This is one area where the University’s service to the state is readily ap
parent because a majority of those who are certified as teachers by MSU will
eventually be found teaching in schools scattered throughout the state. The
figures are revealing— nearly 70 percent of students who received teacher cer
tification from the University last year are teaching w ithin the state.
The School of Education is one segment of the University that is particu
larly active during the summer session. Teachers who are already in the pro
fession return here to take advance work or to attend workshops and confer
ences aimed at expanding knowledge in their particular specialties. Besides
the usual course offerings, education students attending the 1963 summer
session were able to participate in a variety of offerings that included elem en
tary demonstration classes, an Aeorospace Education W orkshop, a program
in driver safety education, library workshop, four one-week seminars includ
ing legal responsibilities, school building design, curriculum improvement and
leadership problems, workshops in mathematics and conseivation education
and a guidance institute sponsored under the N ational Defense Education Act.
The school also maintains a bureau for Educational Research and Services
with the principal function of aiding education in the state. D uring the

year this subdivision m ade a full analysis of the first year’s operation of the
public school state support program , made a study of secondary school trends
in 83 M ontana schools, m ade a review of state curriculum practices, teacher
preparation, assignments, etc., developed a hand book for M ontana school
board members, studied various school districts and handled various other
fruitful chores.

Forestry
Perhaps the m ost cosm opolitan school on the cam pus is the School of
Forestry, which draws its enrollm ent from all over the nation and from
foreign parts as widely separated as Pakistan and the Philippines. This is
testimony to the school’s widespread reputation for excellence. Forestry has
been steadily building that reputation for the past 50 years, and celebrated
its golden anniversary during the academic yeai w ith a two-day meeting
that brought out scores of alum ni and some of the m ost outstanding national
names in forestry.
N o t just anyone is adm itted to the School of Forestry. W hile Montana
students may be admitted freely under state law, out-of-state students are
limited to those who were in the upper one-third of their high school class,
or transfer students w ith a 2.5 grade point average or better. Once these
students have been granted admission, they are confronted w ith a wide choice
of specialization including forest m anagem ent, range m anagem ent, wildlife
m anagement, wood utilization, forest engineering and forest conservation.
Even a casual glance at the record of the Forestry faculty indicates that its
participation in research and in the affairs of professional organizations is
very high. Dr. A rnold Bolle, the dean, will serve as a prim e example. In
addition to his work as dean and professor, he was a consultant on resources
for the D epartm ent of the Interior, served as president of the M ontana Con
servation Council, represented the school in affairs of the Society of American
Foresters, was a comm ittee m em ber in the N ational Commission on Forestry,

has reported on big game conservation for the Soil Conservation Society of
America and has worked on studies of the M ontana forest products industry
for the Upper Midwest Economic D evelopm ent Committee.
The Forest and Conservation Experiment Station is the research division
of the school. Typically, it carried on forest fire research in cooperation
with the United States Forest Service, studied the m arketing of M ontana
lumber products, studied planting and watershed problems, delved into the
economics of wildlife preservation, made a survey of grazing uses of forest
ranges by domestic livestock and many another phase of forestry and its
problems in Montana. One highly useful area for these studies was the
20,000 acre Lubrecht Experimental Forest, which is owned by the school.

Pharmacy
The School of Pharmacy is also celebrating its fiftieth year as a service of
the University. In recognition of the anniversary, an honorary doctor of
science degree was conferred on Mr. Louis J. Fischl, who was the first gradu
ate of the school in 1914.
Wherever you go in M ontana there are practicing druggists who are gradu
ates of the University. They are in hundreds of retail pharmacies, they are
on hospital staffs, and some of them travel for the m ajor drug supply houses.
This one field demonstrates as well as any the m anner in which the University
serves Montana.
As compared with the previous academic year, registration in pharmacy
was up 20 percent, a reflection of the grow ing need for trained pharmacists.
As an indication of how well these students were learning their lessons, upperclass women in the school received for the third straight year the national
scholarship trophy for the highest composite average grades in the Kappa
Epsilon professional pharmacy fraternity.
One fact about the University may escape general public notice. This
is the constant self-searching by the various departm ents and schools to make

certain that they measure up to the professional standards set by various ac
crediting agencies. In the case of the School of Pharmacy, it was visited in
October by an accreditation team from the American Council on Pharmaceu
tical Education. T he conclusion: satisfactory organization, curriculum and
operation. The team presented a list of recom mendations that the school
will endeavor to carry out, and thus lead to further im provem ent in what is
already a good job.
As in the other schools and departm ents, the pharm acy faculty was heavily
engaged in research and the publication of papers having to do with the
advancement of the profession.

Journalism
This division of the University was founded in a set of Arm y tents 50 years
ago. From its various locations on campus, the school has sent out a constant
stream of trained journalists to newspapers, wire services, broadcasting com
panies and advertising agencies scattered throughout the nation.
D uring the past year, enrollm ents increased again for the seventh con
secutive year w ith 107 undergraduates in journalism , 17 in the radio-TV
teaching program and five graduates. A t graduation time, 17 degrees of
BA in Journalism , four BA degrees in radio-TV and one MA degree were
awarded. Good evidence of th e quality of its graduates could be found in
the fact that far more job offers were received by the school than there were
graduates available to fill them .
It is impossible to escape the impression that University faculty members
are very busy people. Several times in this report attention has been called
to research activities and the participation of faculty and staff in professional
and public service. Journalism is no exception to the rule. Staff people
variously devoted tim e to lectures, research and advisory tasks. One, Pro
fessor Dean Rea, was the national w inner of the N ew spaper Advertising Ex
ecutives Association Fellowship. A nother, Professor Philip Hess, won the

Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Foundation scholarship. Dean
Nathan Blumberg was elected vice-president of the Am erican Association of
Schools and Departm ents of Journalism , am ong other honors.
It is interesting to note that while radio and television had no part of the
original curriculum taught in the tent classrooms, the grow ing importance
of broadcasting in journalism teaching at MSU is reflected in the fact that
more than 2,000 broadcasts of MSU program s were carried by stations in
Montana, Idaho, Oregon, W ashington and Colorado.

Law
The subject of accreditation has been mentioned previously, and when
John Hervey, representing the American Bar Association, reported on his
accreditation visit to the MSU School of Law, he had these words to say:
"In visiting the subject school one has the impression that things
are on the move here.’ (In my o p in io n ), the progress here has well
outdistanced the progress in state-related schools generally. . . .
It definitely is not, as in earlier years, 'just another state-related
law school.’ ”
Things definitely are on the move in the School of Law. T he strength
of its top-flight faculty derives in great measure from a com m itm ent to par
ticipate actively in the improvement of the adm inistration of justice, the
modernization of M ontana’s substantive law and the developm ent of em erg
ing areas of law. Each member of the faculty was active during the year in
projects that will benefit the state at large, as well as assist the practicing
members of the profession. It should be noted that these efforts are in addi
tion to the primary function of educating prospective m em bers of the bar.
The school is, in the main, a graduate school. W hile there are a few ex
ceptional students who were admitted w ithout a bachelor’s degree, the large
majority had earned such a degree before admission to the school. Once they
have been accepted, they are in for three rigorous years of study. So stringent
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is the requirement for long hours of study that the school recommends against
any attempt by a student to undertake spare tim e w ork to pay his way through
school.
Probably this study load has some bearing on an interesting fact about
graduates: There are more members of the judiciary w ho have graduated
from the MSU School of Law than from any other law school west of the
Mississippi.

The Graduate School
Another interesting fact not generally appreciated is th at throughout the
United States since 1950, graduate enrollm ent has grow n at greater per
centage than undergraduate. T he trend at MSU has followed that of the
nation.
The reason for this grow th lies in the simple fact that there is a much greater
demand today for people with advanced training. It is also a fact that the
demand has grown even more rapidly than the supply. N early 10 percent
of all students enrolled at the University these days are seeking advanced de
grees, and the need for such training is likely to increase. As a result, curriculums at the University are being tailored to m eet this expected demand. W e
now have Doctor of Philosophy program s in chemistry, forestry and plant
science, geology, history, microbiology, psychology and zoology in addition
to the Doctor of Education degree which is the oldest of the group. More
Ph.D. programs can be expected in the future.
During the past year there was course work available on the campus lead
ing to 51 different m aster’s degrees.
To show how these availabilities are reflected in the statistics, registration
at the Graduate School during the academic year was up 28 percent over the
previous year. The summer school is especially tailored for advanced work
and had the highest registration, 623.
Graduate education in the academic disciplines, and to a degree in the pro-

Dr. E. W . Pfeiffer (I) supervises a graduate stufo n ts studies of smooth muscle m ovem ents in re
action to various drugs.

fessions as well, is characterized by research; the m ost im portant phases of
the graduate student’s program involve independent inquiry. D evelopm ent of
the graduate and research program s are of such grow ing im portance that it
was decided before the end of the academic year th at a m ajor University officer
should be assigned to direct this developm ent on a full-tim e basis. The ap
pointment of Dr. Fred S. H onkala to fill the position as D ean of the Graduate
School has since occurred.

Research
The average m an’s idea of research is the picture of a scientist bending
over a collection of chemical glassware. This is a true picture, as far as it
goes, but it’s only a start. A m an doing research may have no m ore equip
ment than a pad of paper and pencil, a blackboard and a piece of chalk, or
he may simply be seated in a chair staring at nothing w hile his m ind works
at top speed.
And research is not confined to the scientific disciplines alone. A t MSU
research goes on in history, in English, in foreign languages, in law, in jour
nalism, in art and generally throughout that large section of hum an knowledge
covered in the study of the humanities. A t MSU, faculty m em bers have not
been content to let a term inal degree stand for their final effort in search of
knowledge. They have gone beyond to the very borders of knowledge in
fascinated searches into the channels of the unknown.
At a time during the academic year when we were preparing a report for
the Society of Sigma Xi (a national organization devoted to science) we dis
covered that there are nearly 200 scientific research projects going forward on
our campus. Some of these investigations are being underw ritten by various
government agencies and other organizations, but m any are being undertaken
at the expense of the individual faculty members. T here is a direct connection
between many of these researches and w hat the laym an calls practical prob
lems, but many projects are going forward in science’s tim e-honored pursuit

Carl L. Larson, Director of the Stella Duncan
Memonal Institute at MSU, is on the track of a
accine that may prove useful against tuberculosis.

of that which is interesting to study, w hether the research has practical goals
or not.
Many of the researches have a direct relationship to M ontana and its en
virons, such as the study on physiology of Rocky M ountain conifers, the
ethnobotany of the Flathead Indians, flora in western M ontana, parasites in
big game anim als and ignition of forest fires caused by lightning strikes.
Others may have a bearing on the welfare of m ankind in general.
An example of one such project was contained in the report that Dr. Carl
L. Larson, Director of the Stella D uncan M em orial Institute on the MSU
campus, had made im portant progress along the road toward developing a
vaccine for tuberculosis. In laboratories close by, Dr. M. J. Nakam ura and
his assistants were patiently plodding down the research road on life and habits
of shigella, causative factor in a world-wide type of dysentery.
One im portant step tow ard future research program s at MSU was the re
organization of the Endow m ent Foundation and renam ing it, simply, the
MSU Foundation. U nder the new setup, the Foundation will serve as the
contracting agency for research. Shortly before the close of the year, the
forthcoming appointm ent of D r. Fred H onkala as D irector of Research for
the Foundation was announced.

Extension and Public Service
In order to meet its chartered obligation, the University must serve the
entire state of M ontana and not just one area. This it does through its Ex
tension Division and its program of public service.
The Extension Division conducts tw o program s: It provides home study
courses in many academic disciplines, and it conducts localized educational
courses, seminars and workshops.
Hom e study is a grow ing phenom enon of the times, and it provides evi
dence that people appreciate the value of a higher education and are willing
to do some thing about it, even though occupations prevent their attendance

at regular classwork sessions on campus. Full college credit tow ard a bach
elor’s degree can be attained through hom e study, although the rules specify
that only 30 credits of home study may be so applied. A t the University, nearly
100 courses are offered by the correspondence route. Most popular are the
courses in mathematics, sociology and English, although a student may register
in foreign languages, health and physical education, hom e economics, history,
philosophy, psychology, social welfare, journalism and music. D uring the
year, 1,707 students were registered for hom e study w ork for a total of
1,903 courses. In extension work, faculty members travel to outlying com
munities to conduct the studies on som ething approaching a classroom basis.
In the academic year, 16 M ontana cities and towns were in the schedule
with a total of 831 registrants.
Before the end of the year, plans were finalized for taking the University
to the state” on a more extensive basis. Mr. T om Collins was appointed
Director of Statewide Services, and in that post he will continue the work of
extension and home study and also develop various form s of seminars, insti
tutes, workshops, and other means by which the University may serve various
groups of professional and business men in all sections of the state.

Physical Plant
The rising curve of the graph on student registration at the University is
a sufficient warning that something will have to be done to expand the physi
cal plant on the main campus. As m atters stand, the plant is largely in
adequate to properly serve the present enrollm ent, and conditions are likely
to worsen unless a sizable construction program is put into operation.
It has been a number of years since the state has provided funds to build
new structures on the campus. Those that have been built have been fi
nanced out of service and other fees and at no direct cost to the state. Prac
tically speaking, the only buildings that can now be erected by bond issue
money guaranteed by service fees are dormitories and food service structures.

Throughout the individual reports of departm ents and schools of the Uni
versity during the past year the need for more room and more efficient room
has been constantly stressed. W ith an eye to this latter demand, it should be
noted that the D epartm ents of Geology, Psychology, Physics and Mathematics
are housed in structures th at date from the early days of the campus. These
buildings hardly m eet present day requirem ents for class and laboratory work,
nor are they good locations for the machines and equipm ent of modern science.
To cite one key exam ple of the need for m ore buildings, the University
library has just about reached the limits of its capacity. Since a library and
its collections in large part help determ ine the scholarly status of an insti
tution, it is imperative th at the library facilities at M SU be expanded. There
is no practical way to increase the w orking area of the present structure and
a new building seems to be indicated.
A new dormitory for m en was put under construction for completion in
the fall of 1964. Aside from this, m ost of the structural activities on campus
were directed toward "propping up w hat we have” and trying to make plant
facilities do service beyond the capacity for which they were originally de
signed.
A n orderly plan for campus expansion is a necessity, and the firm of Sasaki,
W alker and Lackey, of San Francisco, was retained to m ake a study of the
University and its future needs. T he firm has had wide experience in this
field and is expected to m ake its report and present plans for the future campus
in the fall.
T he problem is not a simple one. It m ust encompass plans for housing
and feeding students, location of laboratories, classrooms, the library, admini
stration quarters, parking lots, heating facilities and a hundred other factors.
One fact is known— the students are coming and in num bers that can be
reasonably predicted. W e have to be ready for them .

THE CURRENT FUND DOLLAR
How It W as Spent

In stru ctio n al an d D e p a rtm e n ta l Research
\ \
.40.78% . '

Auxiliary Enterprises
2 5 .9 0 %
or
S I,881,342.77

G en eral A d m in istratio n
2 .3 9 % o r S 1 7 3 ,9 7 1.54
S tu d en t Services
2 .4 3 % o r 5 1 7 6 ,5 5 9 .4 0

S tud en t Aid
8 0 % o r S58,648.56

G en eral In stitu tio n al E xpense
5 .9 2 % ‘ or S 4 3 0 ,3 7 6 .6 0
A ctivities R e la tin g to E ducational D ept.
.3 1 % or S 2 2 ,303.11
O rg an ized Research
1 .5 4 % o r SI 11,9 9 8 .4 0

L ib raries
3 .8 8 % o r 8 2 8 1 ,7 9 5 .9

E xtension a n d P u b lic Service
.6 5 % o r 847,01 5.72

O p e ra tio n an d M a in te n a n c e o f Physical Plant
1 5 .4 0 % o r S I , 1 1 8,611 .7 3

"..................the students are coming and in numbers
that can be reasonably predicted. W e have to be
ready fo r them .”

